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SYLLABUS 

 
It is the responsibility of each participant and their teacher to read and understand all parts of the 

Syllabus and enter the correct classes. 
 

**All participants are invited to participate in a group performance of two (2) selections on the 
final gala at the close of the festival. Group rehearsal will be held on Sunday afternoon before the 

gala. Come and have fun with fellow students! Pizza will be provided** 
 
General Information 

 
The Oakville Vocal Arts Festival is an annual music festival that celebrates vocal excellence in 
both the classical and musical theatre genres. The focus of this festival is to highlight the 
educational experience and quality of performances by all the participants. 

 
 
 
Dates 

 
The 2016 Festival will take place November 14-27. Exact times and dates will be determined 
after registration is closed, and will be posted on the website as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
 
 
Festival Executive Committee 

 
Linda Fletcher President 
Joan Heels Vice President 
Natalie Spurrell Festival Coordinator 
Marnie Kersten Artistic Director 
Yvonne Zhang Secretary 
Linda Nicholson Volunteer Coordinator 
John Fletcher Treasurer 
Gregory Cross Member-at-Large 
Tom Oliver Member-at-Large 
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Classes 
 

VOICE 
 

• Conservatory levels are determined by the current Syllabi of either the Royal 
Conservatory of Music or Conservatory Canada. 

• All repertoire for the Graded concert classes must be found in the current Royal 
Conservatory of Music Syllabus or Conservatory Canada Syllabus. No exceptions will be 
permitted. 

• Musical theatre and pop pieces, even if listed in an official syllabus, are not permitted 
unless otherwise noted. 

 
 

Concert Classes 
 

RCM & CC LEVELS 1-5 
• Participants must perform two (2) contrasting selections, one from List A and one from 

List B. 
• All selections must be sung in a language accepted by the current syllabus. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
101 RCM & CC Level 1 $35 
102 RCM & CC Level 2 $35 
103 RCM & CC Level 3 $35 
104 RCM & CC Level 4 $35 
105 RCM & CC Level 5 $35 

 
 

RCM & CC LEVELS 6-Associate 
• Participants must perform three (3) contrasting selections from three (3) different lists (A, 

B, C, D or E) for levels 7-Associate. No music theatre or operetta pieces allowed. For 
level 6, performers shall choose any (3) contrasting selections from List A and B ONLY. 

• Students must perform in at least two different languages. 
• All selections must be sung in a language accepted by the current syllabus. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
106 RCM & CC Level 6 $35 
107 RCM & CC Level 7 $35 
108 RCM & CC Level 8 $35 
109 RCM & CC Level 9 $35 
110 RCM & CC Level 10 $40 
111 RCM & CC Associate Level $40 
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OWN CHOICE 
• Participants must perform two (2) selections. 
• Selections need not be on any official syllabi. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
112 Girls & Boys 8 & under $35 
113 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $35 
114 Girls 11-12 years $35 
115 Boys 11-12 years $35 
116 Girls 13-14 years $35 
117 Boys 13-14 years $35 
118 Girls 15-16 years $35 
119 Boys 15-16 years $35 
120 Girls 17-18 years $35 
121 Boys 17-18 years $35 
122 Male & Female 19 & over $35 

 
 
 
 

English Folk Song & Folk Song Style 
• Participants must perform one (1) folk song or a song in the folk song style. 
• The song must be written with English as the original language and not a translation. 
• Any solo acoustic accompaniment will be accepted. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
201 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
202 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
203 Girls 11-12 years $25 
204 Boys 11-12 years $25 
205 Girls 13-14 years $25 
206 Boys 13-14 years $25 
207 Girls 15-16 years $25 
208 Boys 15-16 years $25 
209 Girls 17-18 years $25 
210 Boys 17-18 years $25 
211 Male & Female 19 & over $25 
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Other Language Folk Song 
• Participants must perform one (1) folk song in a language other than English. 
• The selection must be sung in the original language it was written in. 
• English translation must be provided. 
• Any solo acoustic accompaniment will be accepted. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
301 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
302 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
303 Girls 11-12 years $25 
304 Boys 11-12 years $25 
305 Girls 13-14 years $25 
306 Boys 13-14 years $25 
307 Girls 15-16 years $25 
308 Boys 15-16 years $25 
309 Girls 17-18 years $25 
310 Boys 17-18 years $25 
311 Male & Female 19 & over $25 

 

Canadian Composer 
• Participants must perform one (1) selection composed by a Canadian, or where at least one 

of the composers is Canadian. 
• For this festival, a Canadian Composer is defined as a composer who is either native to the 

country of Canada, is a citizen of Canada, or has spent a major portion of his/her career 
living and working in Canada. 

• The selection must be performed in the original language, and NOT be a translation. 
• The selection may not be an arrangement of a folk song. 
• Participants may not sing a self-composed selection. 
• Selections need not be published. Music for the adjudicator must be legible. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
401 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
402 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
403 Girls 11-12 years $25 
404 Boys 11-12 years $25 
405 Girls 13-14 years $25 
406 Boys 13-14 years $25 
407 Girls 15-16 years $25 
408 Boys 15-16 years $25 
409 Girls 17-18 years $25 
410 Boys 17-18 years $25 
411 Male & Female 19 & over $25 
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Sacred Solo 
• Participants must perform one (1) sacred selection. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
501 Girls & Boys 11-12 $25 
502 Girls & Boys 13-14 $25 
503 Girls & Boys 15-16 $25 
504 Girls & Boys 17-18 $25 
505 Male & Female 19 & over $25 

 
 

Test Pieces 
• Participants must perform the designated pieces and arrangements in the original intended 

language. 
• Test pieces may be sung in other classes ONLY if the performer cannot participate in the 

class with the designated selection due to age. 
• Students will perform the test piece again as a group at the end of each class. 
• All selections are available at Leslie Music Supply. 

 

Class Number Classes Song Selections Fee 
601 Girls & Boys 10 & under Donkey Riding, arr. L. Fletcher 

(Sing! Canada) – Leslie Music 
$25 

602 Girls 11-12 years Summer on the Prairie, W H 
Anderson (Sing! Book One) – 

  

$25 

603 Boys 11-12 years We'll Blaze a Trail Through the Rockies, 
C. Crawley (Sing! Canada) – Leslie Music 

$25 

604 Girls 13-14 years She's Like the Swallow, arr. C. Cassils – Leslie 
Music 

$25 

605 Boys 13-14 years The Old Mayflower, arr. D. Cooke – 
Conservatory Canada Book 4 

$25 

606 Girls 15-16 years To a Girl on her Birthday, W.H. Anderson – 
Leslie Music 

$25 

607 Boys 15-16 years The Jolly Roger, R. Robertson 
(1st Book of Baritone Solos) – G. Schirmer 

$25 

608 Girls 17-18 years Remembrance, G. Davenport – 
Leslie Music 

$25 

609 Boys 17-18 years Trade Winds, F. Keel – 
Boosey & Hawkes 

$25 

610 Soprano 19 & over Longing, C. Duncan – Leslie Music $25 
611 Mezzo-Soprano 19 & over American Lullaby, G. Rich 

(1st Book of Mezzo-Soprano Solos Part I) – 
$25 

  G. Schirmer  
612 Tenor 19 & over The Lake Isle of Innisfree, B. Moore 

(Benjamin Moore 14 Songs) – G. Schirmer 
$25 

613 Baritone 19 & over The Roadside Fire, R. Vaughan Williams – 
Boosey & Hawkes 

$25 
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Operetta 
• Participants shall perform one (1) selection from an operetta. Selection does not need to be 

in any official syllabi. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
701 Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
702 Girls & Boys 18 & under $25 
703 Male & Female 19 & over $25 

 
 

Novice 
• Participants must be in their first (1st) year of private voice lessons, and/or be in their first 

music festival experience. 
• Performers shall perform one (1) selection of his/her choice. Selection need not be in any 

official syllabi. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
801 Girls & Boys 12 & under $25 
802 Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
803 Male & Female 19 & under $25 
804 Adults 20 & over $25 

 
 

Adjudication-Only: Masterclass 
• Each performer may sing one (1) selection of his/her choice. No pop or musical theatre. 
• Selection may be in any language. English translation needs to be provided in a foreign 

language piece. 
• Adjudicator will spend 15 minutes (including performance of piece) with each performer. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
901 Girls & Boys 14-18 years $45 
902 Male & Female 19 & over $45 

 
 
 

Adjudication-Only: Singer/Song Writer 
• Performers of all ages and levels are welcome. 
• Each participant shall perform one (1) original composition. 
• All types of accompaniments are permitted including backing tracks. Singers need to 

provide own equipment and/or player if using a backing track. 
 

Class Number Class Fee 
1001 Singer/Song Writer $25 
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Adjudication-Only: Family Music 
• Open to all song choices including mash-ups and instrumental accompaniment(s). 
• Each performance must include two (2) or more family members. Performers and 

ensembles of all ages and levels are welcome. 
• Each family shall perform one (1) selection. 

 

Class Number Class Fee 
1101 Family Music - Open $25 

 
 

Adjudication-Only: World Music 
• Performers and ensembles of all ages and levels are welcome. 
• Each individual or ensemble is permitted one (1) non-Western style selection. 

 

Class Number Class Fee 
1201 World Music - Open $25 

 
 

Adjudication-Only: Small Ensembles 
• Open to all classical song choices. Performers and ensembles of all ages and levels are 

welcome. 
• Each ensemble shall perform one (1) selection only. 
• Inter-studio collaborations are encouraged. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
1301 Duets – Girls & Boys 12 & under $25 
1302 Duets – Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
1303 Duets – Girls & Boys 19 & under $25 
1304 Duets – Adults 20 & over $25 
1305 Trios & Quartets – Girls & Boys 12 & under $25 
1306 Trios & Quartets – Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
1307 Trios & Quartets – Girls & Boys 19 & under $25 
1308 Trios & Quartets – Adults 20 & over $25 
1309 Small Ensembles (5-9) – Girls & Boys 12 & under $25 
1310 Small Ensembles (5-9)– Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
1311 Small Ensembles (5-9)– Girls & Boys 19 & under $25 
1312 Small Ensembles (5-9)– Adults 20 & over $25 
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MUSIC THEATRE 
 

• All selections should be age and gender/voice type appropriate. 
• Selections that are primarily patter (spoken) will not be accepted. 
• Spoken passages are allowed only if published in the score provided. 
• Minimum props and costumes are encouraged providing change can be made quickly 

between selections in concert classes. Costumes and props will NOT be judged. 
• Competitors may use costumes, up to two (2) hand-held props per selection, and stage 

movement (no dance break). 
• All selections are to be sung from a published score. Transpositions are permitted. 
• Please note that selections must be from a musical theatre production and may NOT be 

cabaret, mash-ups, Glee arrangements or pop songs. 
 
 
 
 

Concert Class 
• Participants must perform two (2) contrasting selections from staged musical theatre 

productions. 
• The choice of materials will be taken into consideration by the adjudicator. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2001 Elementary: Girls & Boys 11-12 years $35 
2002 Junior: Girls & Boys 13-14 years $35 
2003 Intermediate: Girls & Boys 15-16 years $35 
2004 Senior: Girls & Boys 17-18 years $35 
2005 Advanced: Male & Female 19 & over $35 



2210 
2211 

Boys 17-18 years 
Male & Female 19 & over 

$25 
$25 
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1950 & Before: Up-Tempo/Comedic 
• Participants must perform one (1) up-tempo or comedic selection from any staged musical 

produced in or prior to 1950. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2101 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
2102 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
2103 Girls 11-12 years $25 
2104 Boys 11-12 years $25 
2105 Girls 13-14 years $25 
2106 Boys 13-14 years $25 
2107 Girls 15-16 years $25 
2108 Boys 15-16 years $25 
2109 Girls 17-18 years $25 
2110 Boys 17-18 years $25 
2111 Male & Female 19 & over $25 

 
 
 

1950 & Before: Ballad 
• Participants must perform one (1) ballad selection from any staged musical produced in or 

prior to 1950. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2201 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
2202 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
2203 Girls 11-12 years $25 
2204 Boys 11-12 years $25 
2205 Girls 13-14 years $25 
2206 Boys 13-14 years $25 
2207 Girls 15-16 years $25 
2208 Boys 15-16 years $25 
2209 Girls 17-18 years $25 



2410 
2411 

Boys 17-18 years 
Male & Female 19 & over 

$25 
$25 
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1950 – 1979: Up-Tempo/Comedic 
• Participants must perform one (1) up-tempo or comedic selection from any staged musical 

produced within the years 1950 to 1979. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2301 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
2302 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
2303 Girls 11-12 years $25 
2304 Boys 11-12 years $25 
2305 Girls 13-14 years $25 
2306 Boys 13-14 years $25 
2307 Girls 15-16 years $25 
2308 Boys 15-16 years $25 
2309 Girls 17-18 years $25 
2310 Boys 17-18 years $25 
2311 Male & Female 19 & over $25 

 
 

1950 – 1979: Ballad 
• Participants must perform one (1) ballad selection from any staged musical produced 

within the years 1950 to 1979. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2401 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
2402 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
2403 Girls 11-12 years $25 
2404 Boys 11-12 years $25 
2405 Girls 13-14 years $25 
2406 Boys 13-14 years $25 
2407 Girls 15-16 years $25 
2408 Boys 15-16 years $25 
2409 Girls 17-18 years $25 



2610 
2611 

Boys 17-18 years 
Male & Female 19 & over 

$25 
$25 
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1980 – Present: Up-Tempo/Comedic 
• Participants must perform one (1) up-tempo or comedic selection from any staged musical 

produced in or after 1980. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2501 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
2502 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
2503 Girls 11-12 years $25 
2504 Boys 11-12 years $25 
2505 Girls 13-14 years $25 
2506 Boys 13-14 years $25 
2507 Girls 15-16 years $25 
2508 Boys 15-16 years $25 
2509 Girls 17-18 years $25 
2510 Boys 17-18 years $25 
2511 Male & Female 19 & over $25 

 
 

1980 – Present: Ballad 
• Participants must perform one (1) ballad selection from any staged musical produced in or 

after 1980. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2601 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
2602 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
2603 Girls 11-12 years $25 
2604 Boys 11-12 years $25 
2605 Girls 13-14 years $25 
2606 Boys 13-14 years $25 
2607 Girls 15-16 years $25 
2608 Boys 15-16 years $25 
2609 Girls 17-18 years $25 
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Canadian Composer 
• Participants need to perform one (1) selection from a Canadian theatre production. 
• The selection must be composed by a Canadian, or where at least one of the composers is 

Canadian. 
• For this festival, a Canadian composer is defined as a composer who is either native to the 

country of Canada, is a citizen of Canada, or has spent a major portion of his/her career 
living and working in Canada. 

• Participants may not sing a self-composed selection. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2701 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
2702 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
2703 Girls 11-12 years $25 
2704 Boys 11-12 years $25 
2705 Girls 13-14 years $25 
2706 Boys 13-14 years $25 
2707 Girls 15-16 years $25 
2708 Boys 15-16 years $25 
2709 Girls 17-18 years $25 
2710 Boys 17-18 years $25 
2711 Male & Female 19 & over $25 

 
 
 

Film and Animated Film Solos 
• Participants must perform one (1) own choice selection from any released film or 

animated film including Disney. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2801 Girls & Boys 8 & under $25 
2802 Girls & Boys 9-10 years $25 
2803 Girls 11-12 years $25 
2804 Boys 11-12 years $25 
2805 Girls 13-14 years $25 
2806 Boys 13-14 years $25 
2807 Girls 15-16 years $25 
2808 Boys 15-16 years $25 
2809 Girls 17-18 years $25 
2810 Boys 17-18 years $25 
2811 Male & Female 19 & over $25 
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Novice 
• Participants must be in their first (1st) year of private voice lessons, and/or be in their first 

music festival experience. 
• Performers shall perform one (1) selection of his/her choice from any staged musical 

theatre production. 
 

Class Number Classes Fee 
2901 Girls & Boys 12 & under $25 
2902 Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
2903 Male & Female 19 & under $25 
2904 Adults 20 & over $25 

 
 

Adjudication-Only: Small Ensembles 
• Performers and ensembles of all ages and levels are welcome. Each ensemble shall 

perform one (1) selection only. 
• Inter-studio collaborations are encouraged. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
3001 Duets – Girls & Boys 12 & under $25 
3002 Duets – Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
3003 Duets – Girls & Boys 19 & under $25 
3004 Duets – Adults 20 & over $25 
3005 Trios & Quartets – Girls & Boys 12 & under $25 
3006 Trios & Quartets – Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
3007 Trios & Quartets – Girls & Boys 19 & under $25 
3008 Trios & Quartets – Adults 20 & over $25 
3009 Small Ensembles (5-9) – Girls & Boys 12 & under $25 
3010 Small Ensembles (5-9) – Girls & Boys 16 & under $25 
3011 Small Ensembles (5-9) – Girls & Boys 19 & under $25 
3012 Small Ensembles (5-9) – Adults 20 & over $25 

 

Adjudication-Only: Masterclass 
• Each performer may sing one (1) selection of his/her choice from any staged musical 

theatre production. 
• Adjudicator will spend 15 minutes (including performance of piece) with each performer. 

 

Class Number Classes Fee 
3101 Girls & Boys 14-18 years $45 
3102 Male & Female 19 & over $45 
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